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CUSTER CONNECTIONSCUSTER CONNECTIONS

We have had a busy week preparing for the 100th Annual Gold Discovery Days, and we’re looking forward to all
the fun events going on this weekend!

The Custer Chamber of Commerce and the Gold Discovery Days Committee wish to extend heartfelt gratitude to
everyone who has sponsored this event:

Event Sponsors
        Freeman's Electric Service, Inc.
        Begging Burro/Pounding Fathers/ Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
        Black Hills Energy Corporation
        Black Hills Power Bikes Rentals & Boutique
        Bradeen Real Estate & Auctions
        Custer State Park
        Gold Pan Saloon
        Highmark Credit Union
        K2 Masonry & Concrete Inc
        McGas Propane
        Nielsen Enterprises, LLC
        NXTLAW PC
        Southern Hills Title Inc
        Starr Insurance
        Black Hills Dumpsters
        Black Hills Federal Credit Union
        Buglin Bull Restaurant and Sports Bar
        Custer Dental Studio

        Custer Heating & AC

https://custersd.com/
https://www.busyewefarmfibers.com/special-events
https://www.custerlegion46.org/
https://custersd.com/


        Custer Heating & AC
        Custer Hospitality Hotels & Resort
        Dacotah Bank
        Golden West Telecommunications
        Jenny's Floral
        Julie Jenniges
        Ketel Thorstenson, LLP
        Lewis Realty/ KW Black Hills
        Pacer Minerals, LLC
        Pizza Mill
        Rush Mountain Adventure Park
        Sander Sanitation
        Sentinel Federal Credit Union
        South Dakota Outdoor Shop
        Sprockets Fun Foundry
        The Custer Beacon
        VFW Post #3442
        Black Hills Electric Cooperative
        Chalet Motel
        Kitchens by Karla
        Lost Sock Laundromat
        Craig Reindl of Western Skies Real Estate
        Crazy Horse Memorial
        Custer County Democrats
        French Creek RV Park and Campground
        Horatio's Homemade Ice Cream
        LFC Veterinary Service LLC
        Tallgrass Landscape Architecture
        Vector Design Print & Tech

Banner Sponsors
        Allure Spa
        Amanda Carlin
        American Family Insurance
        Begging Burro
        Black Hills Electric Cooperative
        Black Hills Energy
        Black Hills Federal Credit Union
        Bradeen Auctions
        Chalet Motel
        Chamberlain McColley Funeral Home
        Class of 1995
        Craig Reindl of Western Skies Real Estate
        Custer State Park
        Custer Do It Best
        Custer Heating & AC
        Diane's Custer Vacation Rental
        French Creek Supply
        Gold Pan Saloon
        Highmark
        Jenninges Masonry
        Jenny's Floral
        Julie Jenniges
        Kitchens by Karla
        Korkczaks Heritage



        Korkczaks Heritage
        Lewis Real Estate
        Marge McColley
        Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
        Pat Hattervig
        Pizza Mill
        Sam & Julie Boettcher
        Sharlie Spring
        South Dakota Outdoor Shop
        Southern Hills Title
        Starr Insurance- Amy Bailey
        Tina Grable & Family
        Tristan & Sonia Bebbington
        Vector Design Print and Tech

Car Show Sponsors
        Custer State Farm
        K2 Masonry & Concrete Inc
        Hindle Construction

Carnival Wristband Sponsors
        Custer Do it Best
        First Choice Lock and Key
        Custer County Democratic Party
        Pishke family
        NXTLAW
        Alpha Builders
        Starr Insurance
        American Family Insurance
        A Walk in the Woods
        Star Ridge Advertisments
        Begging Burro
        Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
        Gold Pan Saloon
        Custer Heating and Air Conditioning
        Mark Perrenound
        Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
        Bland Excavating
        SD Outdoor Shop
        Teagan Franz Photography

And Multiple donors who wish to remain anonymous



Dawn Murray
Executive Director

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTSIMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chamber Staff

Dawn Murray
Executive Director
dmurray@custersd.com

Jamie Dean
Administrative Assistant
jdean@custersd.com

Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com

Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com

Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com

2023

Board Of Directors

Gold Discovery Days Street Closures

Washington St- 8th to 6th closed Monday July 17- Tuesday July 25

Washington St- 6th to 4th closed Thursday, July 20th at 8:00am through
Sunday, July 23rd at 7pm

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
http://zbrazell@custersd.com/
mailto:phattervig@custersd.com


Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Miranda Boggs

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

Washington St- 6th to 4th closed Thursday, July 20th at 8:00am through
Sunday, July 23rd at 7pm

Washington St- 4th to 2nd closed Friday, July 21st at 6am through
Saturday, July 22nd at 4pm.

A portion of the parking area near the Library and old elementary
school will be closed Monday July 17- Tuesday July 25 to accommodate
the carnival personnel.

During the Parade all side streets intersecting with Mt Rushmore Rd and
around Pageant Hill area will be closed (9:45-11am)

The Jaure family of Custer has recently suffered the
loss of Miranda Jaure.

Skylair and Miranda both work as teachers and
coaches at the Custer School District. Miranda leaves
behind her husband and 3 daughters.

We are reaching out to the Custer businesses to see if you would consider
donating a gift card to make food options a little easier for the family as they
navigate this change in their lives.

Thank you
Custer Wildcat Wrestling

If you are willing, please drop off donations at the Custer Chamber Office.

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy: abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by
Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDARMARK YOUR CALENDAR

July 21-23
Gold Discovery Days

Downtown Custer

August 4-13
Custer Cruisin'

August 19

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


August 19
Community Wide Rummage Sale

WEEKLY HUMORWEEKLY HUMOR

CHAMBER HAPPENINGSCHAMBER HAPPENINGS



Printable Copy

Just a reminder:

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/78ef2198-fd34-4fe9-83af-f6e640a6f661.pdf?rdr=true


Alcohol must be in event cups to be taken out of
businesses and into the open container areas.

Times for Open Container are as follows:
o            Thursday, July 20 – 5 PM to 10 PM
o            Friday, July 21 – 12 PM to 12 AM
o            Saturday, July 22 – 10 AM to 12 AM
o            Sunday, July 23 – None



Visit our website

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

mailto:abrazell@custersd.com


Homeopathic Clinic of the Black Hills
Stage Stop Trading Post

Custer's Last Stop
Peaceful Meadows

TC Horsecamp LLC
Tegan Franz Photography
Mile High Garden Club

French Creek Supply- Napa Auto Parts
Pounds, Pugs, & Hugs LLC

Fred & Wendy Hlava- Business & Property Development
The Hills Finest

AREA EVENTSAREA EVENTS









Join us for a memorable evening of music and entertainment at the Diamond Spur Events Center as we present an electrifying
karaoke event featuring the one and only Vegas sensation, Dayna Tully!
Date: Thursday, July 20th Time: 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Prepare to unleash your inner superstar as Dayna Tully takes the stage, lending her extraordinary vocal talents and charismatic stage
presence to elevate the karaoke experience to new heights. With her extensive repertoire spanning various genres, from timeless
classics to contemporary hits, Dayna Tully will captivate audiences with her powerful voice and infectious energy.

Whether you're an experienced crooner or a novice performer, this event is for everyone! Grab the microphone, sing your heart out,
and revel in the spotlight as you belt out your favorite tunes. Dayna will be there every step of the way, offering guidance, support
and perhaps even joining in on a few duets!
Mark your calendars for Thursday, July 20th, and get ready to experience the magic of karaoke with Dayna Tully at the Diamond
Spur Events Center!

Entry to this event is free and open to the public - we look forward to seeing you there!
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NEWS RELEASE
7/19/2023
First Interstate Custer Area Fund is Accepting Grant Applications

The First Interstate Custer Area Fund is accepting applications for grants
from qualified 501 (C) 3 Organizations in the Custer area thru September

12, 2023. Recipients will be selected and grants funded during the Month of
October 2023.

Disbursements by the local board of directors are determined according to
the needs of the community. Past disbursements from 1999 to date have
totaled $209,560 and have benefited a variety of local projects, historical
organizations, and the arts and humanities.



If your non-profit organization would like to be considered in the
disbursement of funds, please complete the First Interstate Custer Area Fund
application form and return it to any board member or mail the form to:
First Interstate Custer Area Fund, 648 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer, SD 57730,

Attention: Donna Cullum. Completed applications can also be emailed
to Donna.Cullum@fib.com.

Grant applications forms are available from any local board member, please call: Jenny Behlings 673- 5436, Don
Kraus 673-2072, Curtis Tyler 673-2215, Donna Cullum 673-2215,
Nathan Wiederholt 673- 2716, Bobbi Schmidt 605-450-9956, or Misty Fish 673-4848.

The deadline for completed applications for the annual disbursement of funds bill be September 12, 2023. The
funds will be disbursed during the month of October 2023.









NEWS FROM THE STATENEWS FROM THE STATE

PRESS RELEASESPRESS RELEASES

Black Hills Parks & Forests Association’s 2 nd Virtual Fundraiser, encouraging physical activity,



Black Hills Parks & Forests Association’s 2 nd Virtual Fundraiser, encouraging physical activity,
challenges all to 128 miles before Labor Day.
 
For Immediate Release
Contact: Brad Keizer, Black Hills Parks & Forests Association bkeizer@blackhillsparks.org
Join Black Hills Parks & Forests Association (BHPFA) for a virtual fundraiser, the South Dakota Centennial Trail
Hike Challenge. Between now and Labor Day, September 4, 2023, BHPFA is encouraging public land supporters
from around the country to virtually travel the length of the South Dakota Centennial Trail from Wind Cave
National Park to Bear Butte State Park. Participants can earn miles by self-supported, non-motorized activities like
running, hiking, walking, bike-riding, working out, and swimming from anywhere they choose. After completing
an activity, participants can upload their mileage to the challenge’s website, where their progress is tracked along
an interactive map of the Centennial Trail. There’s still plenty of time to register and reach 128 miles before Labor
Day.
 
Registration is required to take a part in this virtual event and can be done online. The cost is $25 for BHPFA
members and $55 for non-members and includes an event sticker & patch. Non-members will receive a
complimentary membership for one year. This fundraiser supports BHPFA’s non-profit mission of supporting
interpretive programs, educational activities and research efforts to protect and preserve the cultural and natural
resources of the Black Hills and Nebraska. Thank you to the generous sponsors who are helping make this event
possible. To learn more and to register visit: https://blackhillsparks.org/south-dakota-centennial-trail-hike-
challenge/
 
BHPFA is an official non-profit partner of the National Park Service and USDA Forest Service, with the mission to
support wonder and exploration through stewardship of your public lands. This year, BHPFA is providing $83,000
to their partners for educational materials and programs.
For more information about Black Hills Parks & Forests Association, check out the website at
www.blackhillsparks.org or call 605-745-7020.

 

Becca Walters, Senior Director of Marketing &
Communications Becca.Walters@BHSU.edu 

Maegan Detlefs, Communications Coordinator 
Maegan.Detlefs@BHSU.edu 
  Telephone: (605) 642-6215 

www.BHSU.edu 

FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE: June 7, 2023 
 

Fuel the Growth Economic Development Course Returns to BHSU-RC 
 

RAPID CITY, S.D. – The economic development course “Fuel the Growth – 2023: Advancing Economic
Development in Communities” is back at Black Hills State University-Rapid City for its third year.  
 
Economic development professionals, board members, community leaders, businesspersons, and elected
officials are invited to register for the Fuel the Growth - 2023 course that will be held Sept. 12-14, 2023.
Fuel the Growth - 2023 is hosted by Black Hills State University (BHSU) and the Rushmore Region
Economic Development Alliance. Sponsors include the South Dakota Governor's Office of Economic
Development (SD GOED), Black Hills Energy, West River Foundation, Elevate Rapid City, and Spearfish
Economic Development Corporation (SEDC).  

https://blackhillsparks.org/south-dakota-centennial-trail-hike-challenge/
http://www.blackhillsparks.org/
mailto:Becca.Walters@BHSU.edu
mailto:Maegan.Detlefs@BHSU.edu
http://www.bhsu.edu/


“Economic development is a multidisciplinary field that requires a broad range of skills, including
project management, community engagement, data analysis, and marketing,” noted Kory Menken,
executive director of Spearfish Economic Development Corporation. “Fuel the Growth provides the
knowledge and tools needed to make informed, data-driven decisions that are grounded in best
practices. Attending Fuel the Growth is not only an investment in individual professional development,
but the economic growth of our communities and region.” 
 
“The Fuel the Growth" course will afford Economic Development professionals the opportunity to
develop skills and deepen their knowledge of economic development while developing valuable
connections not only throughout South Dakota, but also within the region,” added Andrew Buks,
instructor of management at BHSU. 
 
The two-and-a-half day training event willbe led by economic development experts and utilize
presentations, paneldiscussions, and case studies to address 10 key topics in economic development
including business retention and expansion, entrepreneurship, community and real estate development,
strategic planning, organizational management, and ethics. In addition to learning from local and
regional experts, participants will have an opportunity to engage with and learn from colleagues and
other attendees through networking opportunities. 

"Being brand new to economic development, the Fuel the Growth course was an excellent program that
equipped me with the skills and knowledge I needed to contribute to the growth and development of my
community,” said Kallie Ruland, business retention and expansion manager at Elevate Rapid City. “This
course offers high-quality instructors with real world experience and knowledge, comprehensive course
materials, and practical learning opportunities. Participants can expect to gain a deeper understanding
of economic development strategies and how to apply them to their community or organization.” 

Online registration for Fuel the Growth –2023 is now open at  BHSU.edu/FueltheGrowth. The
registration fee is $395 per person. Attendees will have an option to make a hotel reservation with
Baymont by Wyndham, 4040 Cheyenne Boulevard, for Sept. 12 and 13 in Rapid City at a special event
rate by calling (877) 361-2496 before August 12. Please reference itinerary #5136B377547170. 

For more information visit
BHSU.edu/FueltheGrowth 

Jewel Cave National
Monument News
Release 
Release Date: July 12, 2023 
For Immediate Release 

Contact: Aimee Murillo / Chief
of Interpretation /
aimee_murillo@nps.gov 

 
 

Jewel Cave to Host Jr.
Caver Day 

mailto:aimee_murillo@nps.gov


Custer, SD – On Saturday, July
29th Jewel Cave National
Monument will host their 2nd Jr.
Caver Day. This free drop-in event
will be from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and take place at the Jewel Cave Visitor Center. 

Jr. Caver Day will have crafts and activities that celebrate our volunteer caving program, promote cave
safety, and allow participants an opportunity to earn their Jr. Caver patch and other prizes. We have
invited our Volunteer Cave Explorers to share how the Jewel Cave is explored. A Jr. Caver swear-in
ceremony will take place just after 2:00 p.m. to close out the event. 

For those interested in cave tours know you can book tours in advance on www.recreation.gov. The park
looks forward to hosting Jr. Caver Day and appreciates support from our park partner, the Black Hills
Parks & Forest Association, in preparing for this event. 

Details and updates will continue to be posted at www.nps.gov/jeca, as well as on social media through
Facebook at www.facebook.com/JewelCaveNPS/ and Instagram at www.instagram.com/jewelcavenps. 

Forest Service News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/

Celebrate National Forest Week on the
Black Hills National Forest

 
Custer, S.D., July 7, 2023— Celebrate National Forest Week (NFW), July 10 – 16, 2023 on the Black
Hills National Forest.

NFW highlights the incredible 193-million-acre National Forest System across the country and all the
benefits it provides to the public.
Several Free Forest events, including a guided hike, a forest photography workshop, educational

programs at the Pactola Visitor Center, and a campground sing-along will be taking place next week to
showcase some of the amazing outdoor opportunities that can be found within the Black Hills National
Forest.

Upcoming Programs: (Flyer: https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1119836.pdf)
Tuesday, July 11 at 10 a.m. – Explore the Osprey Trail: Take part in a two-hour, guided hike along the
2.2-mile Osprey Trail near Pactola Reservoir. Learn about ponderosa pines and the evolution of a forest
ecosystem. For the amateur arborist, hikers will also learn methods to estimate a tree’s age, height,
health, reproduction, and defense against threats. This trek is perfect for families with young children.
Meet at the Osprey Trailhead parking lot near Loop B of Pactola Campground.

http://www.recreation.gov
http://www.nps.gov/jeca
http://www.facebook.com/JewelCaveNPS/
http://www.instagram.com/jewelcavenps
mailto:scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
http://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd1119836.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/blackhills/recarea/?recid=62796


Meet at the Osprey Trailhead parking lot near Loop B of Pactola Campground.

Thursday, July 13, 1 – 2 p.m. - Junior Forest Ranger Program / Animal Tracks (Pactola Visitor
Center): Bring the kids to the Pactola Visitor Center for an afternoon of making plaster animal tracks.
Yep … your little Junior Forest Rangers will get kind of dirty, but they will have fun learning about
wildlife in the Black Hills National Forest. Take part in a scavenger hunt inside the visitor center, view
the exhibits and displays, and just enjoy the afternoon overlooking the Pactola Reservoir. Earn a badge
too!

Saturday, July 15 , 1 – 5 p.m. - Outdoor Photography Workshop (Pactola Visitor Center): Meet at the
Pactola Visitor Center for an afternoon of photography skills / training … then take to the field to capture
some images. Marty DeWitt, professional photographer, will share the basics of exposure, lighting,
composition, and introduce participants to different types of equipment used for nature photography. An
evening session related to night sky images is available in the Pactola Campground at 8:00 p.m.
Registration is required by Thursday, July 13 by calling (605) 673-9200.

Saturday, July 15, 1 – 2 p.m. - Junior Forest Ranger Program / Animal Outhouses  (Pactola Visitor
Center): Dissecting owl pellets is a fun and interesting way to learn about food chains, habitats, and how
scientists collect and use data. Bring your Junior Forest Rangers to the visitor center for a fun story and
then explore an owl pellet like a wildlife biologist.

Saturday, July 15, 7:30 p.m. - Campfire Sing-Alongs - Songbird of the Black Hills (Reuter
Campground): Songbird of the Black Hills (Sally Svenson) is sharing an evening of campfire music
featuring several Black Hills stories behind her original songs … with sing-along tunes included. If you
are looking for a weekend camping experience in the Bearlodge Mountains, head to Reuter Campground
for a nostalgic night around the fire pit.

National Forest Week™ Photo Contest: The National Forest Foundation is hosting a photography
contest for the general public, and images can be submitted through National Forest Week Photo
Contest, www.nationalforests.org. Three categories are available: Landscape, Recreation, and Youth
Photographer. NOTE: The contest is available from Monday, July 10, 2023 to midnight (MT) on July 16,
2023.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/blackhills/recreation/outdoorlearning/recarea/?recid=82013&actid=119
https://www.facebook.com/events/7105775692769086/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/recreation/?cid=fseprd1109401
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/recreation/?cid=fseprd1026503
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/blackhills/recreation/?cid=fseprd1026503
http://www.nationalforests.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/


Custer Senior Center
July Schedule

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events! 

WEEKLY INSPIRATIONWEEKLY INSPIRATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/8bc1ec19-1323-4b3a-ae6d-6b16d553ad47.pdf?rdr=true
http://www.csd.k12.sd.us/site/default.aspx?PageID=1


HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED











Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Send Us An Email

Connect With Us

           

Visit our website

https://custersd.com/custer-helpwanted
mailto:Info@CusterSD.com
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber
https://twitter.com/CusterAreaChamb
https://www.pinterest.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/custer-area-chamber-of-commerce
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdBURr1f5pzUGoA_ZszwZng
https://custersd.com/



